ASCC Ad Hoc GE Education Abroad Panel
Approved Minutes

Friday, April 25, 2014








2:30 -3:30 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Fink, Fletcher, Gottlieb, Johnson, Krissek, Lam, Vankeerbergen
AGENDA: 
1. Approval of 2-10-14 minutes  
· Lam, Krissek, unanimously approved
2. Spanish 2798.30 (new course; requesting GE Education Abroad) 
· This course was reworked—schedule was lightened up a bit. One Panel member notices that there are Saturday and Sunday scheduled activities, but that is deemed to be OK/not unusual for a study abroad experience.
· Krissek, Lam, unanimously approved
3. German 2798.02 (new course; requesting GE Education Abroad and GE Diversity—Global Studies) 

· Course has already been through A&H Panel. That Panel had 3 recommendations: (1) Provide a curriculum map; (2) notify the Dept of History; (3) be aware that the course is likely worth much more than 3 credit hours. 
· Issue: everyone is trying to fit everything in 3 credit hrs because of the tuition waiver. On the other hand, 3 credits is probably a good model for the Maymester. Under the old model, sometimes units were overestimating the number of credit hours in order to obtain more funding for their study abroad experiences.
· GE Education Abroad assessment plan is probably unnecessarily complex. However, it will be up to the faculty members to simplify the plan when/as they deem necessary.
· Schedule of activities: Only 2 hrs for presentation on last day. This is probably not enough.

· GE rationale for Education Abroad: Point a) “How does this particular course promote recognition of and reflection on the similarities, differences, and interconnections between the students’ host country/countries and the U.S.?” The answer provided speaks of the “similarities, differences, and interconnections between Berlin, Germany, and a similar cosmopolitan city in the US.” Suggestion to downshift this expectation. The expected learning outcome only refers to the US. Hence, it is OK for students to compare Berlin to the aspect of the US that they are familiar with. (It does not have to be a “similar cosmopolitan city in the US.”)
· Fletcher, Lam, unanimously approved (with 2 recommendations in italics above) 
· For both trips, OIA will recommend that students do not fly in groups so that they can stay afterwards (if they so wish).

